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Appeals  court  extends  stay  on  same  sex  marriage 


V6C  on  p  .  • 


By  William  H.  Parkins  Jr. 
Editor 

Same  sex  marriage  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  wa  put  on  bold  indefinitely 
when  a  three-judge  panel  of  the 
US.  Court  of  Appeals  fat  the  Fifth 
Circuit  in  New  Orleans  on  Dec.  4 
granted  a  stay  until  the  case  can  be 


heard  in  conjunction  with  similar 
appeals  from  Texaa  and  Louisiana. 

When  US.  District  Judge  Qoi- 
ton  W.  Reeves  in  Jackson  on  Nov. 
25  struck  down  MMaappfs  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  decree¬ 
ing  marriage  should  he  between 
one  man  and  one  woman,  he  also 
granted  a  two-week  stay  whit  Mia- 
assippi  Governor  Bid  Bryant  and 


Attorney  General  Jim  Hood  pre¬ 
pared  an  appeal  to  the  Fifth  Circuit 
Before  the  Fifth  Circuit's  Dec. 
4  order  effectively  extending 
die  stay,  there  was  the  real  pos¬ 
sibility  that  Mississippi's  circuit 
clerks  would  be  forced  to  issue 
marriage  licenses  to  same  sex 
couples  at  the  end  of  Carlton’s 
two-week  stay  of  his  ruling. 


Junes  E.  Graves  Jr.,  writ¬ 
ing  for  the  three-judge  appeals 
pan  i  stated,  "We  have  little 
difficulty  concluding  that  the 
legal  questions  presented  by 
this  case  are  senous,  both  to 
litig  ints  involved  and  the  public 
at  Dirge,  and  that  a  substantial 
quettion  is  presented  for  this 
court  to  resolve. 


“In  reaching  the  merits  of 
this  appeal,  this  court  will  be 
confronted  with  a  potential 
conflict  between  the  state's  his¬ 
toric  ‘power  and  authority  over 
marriage’  and  ‘the  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  of  persons’  to 
make  decisions  in  the  most 

«M  COURT  on  p.  s 


By  William  H.  Parkin*  Jr. 
Editor 

There’s  still  more  than 
enough  time  to  make  plana 
to  attend  the  Youth  Evange¬ 
lism  Challenge  (YEC)  on  Dec. 
29-30  at  A.E.  Wood  Coliseum 
on  the  campus  of  Mississippi 
Collet*  >n  Clinton,  according 
to  the  chief  organixer  of  the 
annual  event. 

“As  a  matter  of  fact,  partic- 
,  i  pants  can  register  at  the  door 
when  they  get  there,’  said 
Don  Lum,  evangelism  direc- 

in  Jackson.  "We  expressly 
design  YEC  so  Christian  stu¬ 
dents  can  be  around  people 
just  like  them  -  Christian 
students  -  during  their  break 
from  school.  It’s  also  a  great 
time  for  students  to  bring 
their  friends,  especially  'hose 
who  need  to  hear  the  Gospel 
presented.'  . 

Speakers  include  Dan  Lani¬ 
er,  senior  pastor  of  Northcrest 
Church  in  Meridian,  and  Ed 
Newton,  evangelist  from  Or¬ 
lando,  FI.  Worship  through 
music  will  be  provided  by  the 
Cassidy  Crenshaw  Bend  of 
New  Orleans.  Illusionist  Drew 
Worsham  from  Pullman,  Wa., 
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heart  language  including  ora]  Bible  stones  P^vthe  church  and  be-  ^w-KHIS  GIFT  -  On  a  roadside 

ongmal  wwAtp  son^Ind  testimoiS^  thTS'rire^uw  '™£‘a*12?d'  ^  K^f!  ^*tA,la' «n  «h"ic  minority  man 

of  Un*“**e  £**•  r»<*°  given  tohim  by 

ministry  called  Scripture  planting.’  ®^vera^  decades.  John  Edgebury  (name  chanaerfl  an 

International  Miasion8Btoard^rnedia 1 

Heart  value  people  groupVHW  spaeiahst  and  volunteer.  (BP  photo 

Scripture  planting  was  developed  i_,  ^  coude^of.MB,  ^ 

Fuiding  that  first  insider  was  difficult 

Iron  PeaaTit^cSS  S^fJes^  ^^^.must>v'  **  Bible  hIh  .Gerw]?  and  his  team 

Panting,  evangelism,  and  disapleship 
Trosprovides  quicker  development  of  re- 

..  A1**  «>re  is  the  use  of  heart  language, 
rector  of  orahty  strategies. 

B^“ssr,xsacsd 

joEast  Asia  with  their  families  in  2004 
becoming  some  of  the  first  IMB  mission- 
anes  to  work  with  the  Iron  Peas  in  this 

fiBSE**®*  E 

the^iri^%^prilnanly4TOr*h'P  thous 
the  spurts  of  their  ancestors,  are  consid  cnmin 

e  red  an  unreached  people  group,’  mean-  Sro 


°pnununities!MuitipIie  se^d-gmmtion 

churches  3tart*d  by 
and  several  third  gen- 

em^  churches  have  now  been  started 

Today,  there  are  2#  churches  and  an- 

FrS^R^I'  y  3,000  Wievers  amon* 


{n&h?  ??  any  LIron  Pea  People  come 
tofarth.  During  that  time,  though,  more 
purees  were  being  created?^ 

aeveloped  the  idea  of  a  radio  program 
eonteXnd 
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you  imagine  those  wise  men  that  stopp 
in  Jerusalem  and  talked  to  the  biblical 
scholars  who  told  them  to  go  to  Bethle¬ 
hem  and  youH  find  what  the  Scripture 
says,  and  they  came.  Can  you  imagine 


"X  k  Tfthout  question  Jesus  Chnst  is  the  I 
\/\/ centerpiece  of  Christmas.  Rightly  ^ 

J  T  so,  for  through  the  centuries  it  was  |  JWF 
for  Him  that  all  of  humanity,  scarred  by  sin  fflBgg 
and  wrecked  by  their  own  n.  nous  lifestyle, 
longed  for  someone  who  could  come  and  jHH| 

change  life  for  them  It  was  Jesus  and  He  . 

is  what  Christmas  is  all  about.  It  is  Jesus 
who  is  the  focus  of  the  praise  of  heaven  at 
Christmas.  It  is  Jesus  who  Mary  and  Jo- 
seph  had  been  given  information  that  this  4k 

is  the  one  who  everyone  had  longed  for. 

It  is  Jesus  It  is  Jesus  that  the  Heavenly  I 

Father  would  arrange  the  celestial  bodies  HUM.  I 

themselves  so  that  wise  men  could  find 
tbeir  way  to  bring  him  gifts.  It  is  Jesus  who 
was  prophesied  for  hundreds  of  years,  that 
He  would  take  our  sins  upon  Him  and  pay 
our  eternal  debt  for  the  curse  it  is  Jesus 
who  is  die  centerpiece  of  Christmas. 

There  are  other  characters  in  the 
Christmas  story.  Some  who  we  are  intro-  Mary  was  ak 
duced  to  and  others  that  we  just  kind  of  His  earthly  £ 

see  at  a  glance.  Shepherds  who  received  Mary,  of  c 

the  announcement  at  Christmas,  wise  attention  ast 
men  who  saw  the  star,  political  leaders  characters  se 
who  were  shaken  in  their  soul  when  they  story, butod 

heard  about  another  ruler  coming,  and  nameofjosc 
maybe  the  one  person  who  gets  more  at-  ten.  Can  you 
tention  than  any  of  those  is  the  unnamed  was  sending 

inn  keeper  who  we  assume  told  Mary  and  ing  Him  to  t! 

Joseph  there  wasn't  any  room  in  the  inn.  couple  to  ran 
But  probably  the  best  known  unknown  care  and  thoi 
man  at  Christmas  is  Joseph.  He's  always  God  that  He 
around  in  the  Christmas  scenes,  a  part  of  named  Josep 

the  manger  gatherings.  People  know  his  From  what  v 
name  but  rarely  give  a  second  thought  only  a  few  th 
to  this  guy  who  was  the  earthly  picture  anadiacover 
of  father  to  Jesus.  In  my  office  there  is  a  Joseph  v 

manger  scene  that  was  given  to  me  by  a  the  reason  II 
friend.  It  stays  out  all  year  all  the  time.  It  latkauUpwil 
is  a  blown  glass  representation  of  Jesus,  her.  In  feet  L 
Mary,  Joseph,  and  the  wise  men.  Some-  toBethiebem 

tune  during  this  yesr  someone  knocked  two  and  hew 

Joseph  off  of  hia  place  and  broke  him  into  wife.  We,  in . 

SSBil 

with  the  manger  scene  andjuat  left  him  betrothed,  ut 

there  in  his  broken  condition  because  who  eng^d,bot 
reaDy  cares  about  Joseph  anyway?  inureferatan 

In  feet  in  the  Scripture,  at  best,  he's  in  Judaism  al 
a  passing  thought  He's  mentioned  in  Tobebeti 

Matthew  and  Luke  in  the  birth  stories  and  sense  was  a  t 
even  ili  the  one  account  we  have  when  relationship 

Jesus  was  twelve  and  went  to  the  temple.  s  flippant  or 
He  hardly  gets  a  mention  in  Mark  or  John,  like  affair  N 
Beside  that  somewhere  along  the  line  and  in  society  in 

we  do  not  actually  know  what  happened,  were  rommil 

but  he  seems  to  be  off  the  scene  caus-  That*  their  _ 

ing  peoofe  to  speculate  tfast  somewhere  to  desert*  it  in  thfe 

before  Jesus' death,  somewhere  before  His  trothai  or  significant 
ministty  began,  possibly  Joseph  died  and  equivalent  of  them* 


these  men  bringing  their  gifts,  following 
the  star,  and  Scripture?  What  an  affirma¬ 
tion.  Thai  as  trouble  was  about  to  break 
out  as  the  regional  ruler  was  going  to  kill 
babies  because  of  the  fear  that  they  had 
that  another  ruler  was  going  to  take  over, 
so  again,  God  spoke  to  Joseph  in  a  dream 
to  take  Mary  and  the  babe  to  Egypt 
Just  consider  how  important  Joseph 
really  is.  That  he  would  have  enough  con  - 
fidence  in  God  to  lead  him  that  he  would 
go  even  further  away  from  home  in  order 
to  1*  obedient  to  the  Lord.  Iwonderhow 
manv  earthly  fathers  there  would  be  who 
would  care  enough  about  wife  and  child 
and  relationship  to  God  that  they  would 
confidently  do  what  seems  so  strange 
and  yet  it  was  the  perfect  wffl  of  God. 

The  wedding  became  the  out-  many  of  us,  and  I  really  need  to  speak  for 
ition  and  expression  between  me,  we're  so  reluctant  just  doing  what  the 
then  in  feet  before  God,  they  Lred  asked  us  to  dp,  going  where  it  may  be 
V  It  was  a  serious  thing  and  difficult  or  unusual  or  even  strange,  being 
committed  to  her.  obedient  to  God  when  everything  seems  to 

;r  the  law.  could  not  be  un-  bealmormalaboutiL 


The  Forgotten 
Man  of  Christmas 
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Sudan  government 
confiscates  churches, 
arrests  believers 

NORTH  KHARTOUM.  So-  The  government  recently 
(ton  IBP)  -  Tie  government  installed  some  committee  to  the 
of  Sudan  has  accelerated  its  running  of  the  church,  and  these 
persecution  of  Christians  since  are  the  same  people  who  want 
mid-November,  confiscat-  to  sell  the  church  for  business 
ing  church  grounds  and  beat-  purposes,"  Morning  Star  News 
ing  and  arresting  believers  in  quoted  pastor  Daud  Fadul,  who 
at  least  three  attacks  in  North  called  the  group  a  "government 
Khartoum,  Morning  Star  News  puppet  committee.' 
has  reported  Boisterous  young  men  at- 

On  Dec,  2,  armed  police  in  tempted  to  defend  the  build- 
nine  vehicles  broke  through  ing,  according  to  witnesses, 
the  main  gate  of  Khartoum  and  church  women  wailed  and 
Bahn  Evangelical  Church  and  screamed,  forcing  police  to  tem- 
compound,  beating  everyone  porerily  ihEF l&hen  officer* 
they  encountered  Officers  sur-  returned  hours  later,  hundreds 
rounded  the  complex,  prevent-  of  Christians  had  formed  a  hir¬ 
ing  anyone  from  fleeing  or  en-  man  shield  around  the  church, 
taing,  and  beat  and  arrested  "Kifl  us  before  destroying  our 

38  ChnsttaiB  for  refusing  to  church  property,"  the  Obris- 
sjurender  their  property  to  tians  told  police.  "We  are  ready 
fte  government,  sources  told  to  die  or  to  be  arrested" 
Morning  Star  News.  “\ye  cannot  allow  our  church 

Victims  r«pa*ted  nrerer  building  to  be  taken  by  force," 
fro®  Morning  Star  News  quoted  an- 

and  defended  their  faith  with  other  Christian, 
strong  resolve.  *We  have-fen-  n«_  )at„  Nmr 


FAITH  FRIENDS  -  Linda  Hamfors  (right)  ana  Anissa  Haney  sing  together.  Hamfors,  a  singer/song- 
writef,  m  a  new  believer  who  came  to  faith  through  her  friendship  with  Anissa. Together,  the  young 
women  wrote  and  performed  a  song  tor  Sweden’s  National  Peace  Day.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


Gospel  music  holds  key  to 
Stockholm  mother's  salvation 


God  in  prison,'’  one  victim  said 
"The  power  of  God  was  present 
among  us;  let  the  name  of  God 
be  praised  and  glorified  from 
now  and  evermore." 

The  Christians  were  released 
on  the  same  day  of  their  arrest, 
sentenced  to  pay  fines  of  $250 
each.  At  least  two  Christians 
were  beaten  severely,  witnesses 


property, 
the  same 
say  they  h 
on  the  pi 


STOCKHOLM,  Swdao  (BP)  —  them  to  prey.  The  young  musician  local  musicians  and  interview- 
Good  values  weren’t  enough  for  told  his  wife,  'Whatever  tins  is,  ing  them  for  a  website  designed 
Linda  Hamfors  of  Stockholm,  the  answer  is  W  to  God."  to  help  singers  and  songwriters 

Sweden.  Hamfors,  who  grew  up  That  "Yes!  eventually  led  \he  share  their  muric,  Eric  has  the 
in  an  atheist  family,  believed  Je-  Haneys  and  their  three  children  opportunity  to  hew  the  stories  of 
sue  was  "a  really  a  maxing  guy"  to  Stockholm.  Aa  the  first  iMB  musicians  and  artists  in  Stock 
and  learned  values  from  her  par-  church  planters  in  Sweden  daw  holm  s  creative  community 
ents  like  forgiveness,  acceptance,  help  start  churches  within  a  cul-  "Ims  at  a  party  with  one  erf  the 


der  Daud  Bauiir  and  a  female 
Christian  who  was  rushed  to 
die  hospital. 

Police  first  attacked  the 
church  Nov.  17-18.  buBdoring 
a  church  wall  and  destroying 
several  homes,  one  of  which 
belonged  to  a  Christian  school. 


Xr  Pentecostal  unuren,  Morning 

KXtltaS  Star  News  reported. 

1  ..iin  hnii.tingr  ihnt  hnnrrd  Harassment,  arrests,  and 
were  persecution  of  Christiana  have 

intensified  since  the  secession 
reported  but  Fasaha  is  said  to  *  ^  m  aoUi  ^ 

BashfrTiad  appealed  to  the  Sudan  <£“r  * 

rioL  persecution  of  the  dumb  <*»>“•  If  Um,c 

in  Sudan/ Morning  Star  News  *e  Muslim  religion,  and  the 

quoted  Bashir.  "We  appeal  to  Ar®*,,5  '4n8'la8e- 
the  international  community  of  .  Sujj*n.  ?*•  e*ffied 
theChristianbodytostandwith  eign  Oilmans  and  bulldozed 
us  and  to  advocate  for  our  case,  church  buildings,  »-»erttui 
The  forces  of  evil  cannot  prevail  that  they  belonged,  o  South 
against  the  church  of  Chnst."  Sudan,  and  haa  threatened  to 
In  the  November  buBdoser  kiU  Christians  who  refuse  to 
attacks,  National  Intelligence  leave  die  country, 
and  Security  Services  person-  In  April  2013,  the  Sudanese 
nel  and  police  wielded  a  court  Minister  of  Guidance  and  En- 
order  demanding  the  church  dowroents  announced  that  no 
surrender  its  land  and  build-  new  licenses  would  be  grant¬ 
ings  to  a  Muslim  businessman,  ed  for  church  construction, 
Khalid  Mustafa,  who  claimed  to  claiming  a  decrease  in  the 
have  bought  the  property  from  number  of  Christians, 
a  church  committee  -  but  the  The  U.S  State  Department 
committee  had  been  appointed  has  designated  Sudan  a  Coun- 
by  Sudanese  government  of-  try  of  Particular  Concern,  of¬ 
ficials  who  have  worked  since  ing  the  country’s  Christian 
2011  to  impose  sharia  taw  and  persecution  and  other  human 
aid  Christianity  in  Sudan  rights  violations. 


"We  have  seen  a  little  hit  of  music  moved  them, 
growth  in  some  places,"  Kridiotis  "Music  has  a  power...  to  bring 
said,  "but  even  that  little  growth  is  about  healing...  and  to  bring  pur- 
not  equivalent  to  the  birm  rate  in  poae  and  hope,"  Anissa  said.  TVe 
this  nation  so  in  fort,  the  church  is  play  a  lot  of  music  in  pubs  and 
actually  going  backward."  during  open  mic  [events]  so  a  lot 

Because  Stockholm  is  a  secular  of  times  we  are  file  only  believers 
society  and  Swedes ‘just  don’t  talk  there,  the  only  little  pin*  erf  light 
about  God,"  Kridiotis  and  Eric  in  the  darkness  " 
agree  that  a  small  group  approach  The  message  of  hope  in  Anis- 
to  church  planting  is  necessary.  sa’s  music  is  what  drew  Hamfors 

_ _ _  _  ‘  Anissa  after  a  street 

Kridiotis  said  performance.  “I  feh  like  when 
held  by  someone. 

_ _ _ jr  who  holds  you,’ 

tion"  As  a  result  the  strategy  Hamfore  said  about  the  songs  An- 
.  ....  issa  performed.  This  was  the  feel¬ 
ing  1  had  when  I  was  listening  and 


Anissa  had  written  about  life, 
hope  and  love  "[1  write  songs] 
about  the  value  of  life,"  Anissa 
said.  "AD  the  songs  IVe  written  in 
the  last  few  years  [are]  about  the 
value  orf  life,  now  valuable  you  are 

to  God,  and  that  He  has  a  purpose - - - - - , 

for  your  life."  The  resistance  is  not  [to-  to 

The  second  time  Hamfore  ward)  Jesus,’  ' ' 

heard  the  Haneys  play  during  a  The  resistance  is  what  church 
street  performance,  the  young  is  perceived  to  be  in  this  na- 
woman  Name  over  to  me  in  tears,  ‘.l — '  .  _  .  --  , 

Anissa  recalled.  “She  had  aD  these  is  simple:  listening  that  leads  to 
questions  and  she  wanted  to  get  relationships  that  lead  to  biblical 
together  sometime."  community  and  authentic  small  I  was  just  crying." 

Hamfore  said,  “My  mind  was  group  worship.  .  A  few  days  after  they  talked 

going,  ’Oh,  this  is  too  much  about  "We  really  care  about  their  and  exchanged  cell  phone  num- 
Jesus  and  God,’ but  my  heart  was  stories,"  Eric  said.  "So  their  here.  Hamfore  invited  Anissa  for 
saying,  ’Yes'’"  store  leads  to  our  story,  which  is  lunch.  The  two  women  became 

"Yes!"  is  an  answer  the  Haneys  God’s  story."  friends.  A  few  months  later, 

know  all  too  weD.  Eric  describes  For  the  Haneys,  music  is  the  Hamfore  became  a  follower  of  Je- 
the  initial  calling  to  international  key  to  sharing  their  story  and  sus  She  now  attends  a  couple  of 
service  as  "a  hurricane  in  our  hearing  the  stories  of  those  they  home  groups  where  she  says  she 
souls"— a  deep  stirring  that  drove  meet.  By  recording  the  songs  of  is  learning  to  forgive 
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Just  for  the  Record 


LIBERTY  CHURCH.  LIBERTY,  ordain*  Mk*ey  Go ft  as  GOOD  HOPE  CHURCH.  PHILADELPHIA,  held  a  t»by/p™»l 

deacon  Nov.  30.  Shown  are  pastor  Bradley  Geno,  Goff,  and  Shown,  photo  1,  are  Jason  and  Dawn  Heston  with  son,  Blake,  and,  photo  2  Erik  and  Megan 
deacon  chairmen  Gary  Steam  Alexander  and  daughter,  Ayda  Beth.  Dudley  Winstead,  pastor,  photo  1. 


1 


WEST  END  CHURCH,  WEST  POINT,  ordained  Gary  Castle  ss  deacon.  Shown  are  Earl 
Clardy,  Michael  Castle,  Gary  and  Rita  Castle,  pestor  Chris  Layton,  and  Charles  Lifer. 

rr 


FIRST  CHURCH.  ITTA  SENA,  held  its  Children  in  Action  badge  ceremony  Nov.  23.  Shown, 
front,  are  Hunter  Watson,  Neely  Jordan,  MichaelThomas,  and  Ashton  Thomas;  back,  leader 
Regan  McGlewn,  Karla  Aldridge,  MacKeruie  Pruett,  Jessica  Fulgham,  and  Emily  Fulgham. 


ROUND  AWAY  CHURCH,  DODDSVILLE,  ordained  Forrest 
Chandler  as  deacon  Nov.  9.  Shown,  photo  1,  are  Aria,  Ellie, 
Chandler,  and  pastor  Bob  Hill.  The  church  also  ordained 
Patrick  Free;  shown,  photo  2.  are  Ashley,  Anslee,  Allie,  Free, 
and  Hilt. 


In  other  Church 
News: 


EPHESUS  CHURCH,  FOREST,  held  a  note  burning  cer¬ 
emony  Nov.  16  for  their  family  life  center.  Shown  are  Larry 
Driskell,  Lamar  Harrison,  pestor  Jim  Everett,  and  Sibyl  Gordy. 


>  Reed's  Chapel 
Church,  Stewart,  honored 
Judy  Upton  White  Oct.  26 
for  19  years  of  service  as 
secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  church  surprised  her 
with  $ifts,  cards,  and  a  fel¬ 
lowship  luncheon. 

>  First  Church,  Stone- 
wsll,  is  boating  Trevor  and 
Sawyer  Thomas  with  Trev- 
et  Thomas  Drama  Minis¬ 
tries  Dec.  19.  7  p.m. 
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NEW  ORLEANS 

BAP  ( IS  I  I  MEOLOCjICAL  St  MINARY 


8r>d  Bail*y 1 

d^a.ward,*°reCe,VBd,hef 


#s£  sfesssasi 

_  ^^Swxl^forta^own 


CAS 

MCH\ 


i?2^h|P*W  *Ufr,n  *n  M#CB  church  ISOortew* 
m  worship  or  son*  as  a  ^vocational  MBCB  minister 

tlToanllrs"*!!?*  F**h  M”“«*  2000  •"« 

2^0anv«  St.tam.nt  on  Biblical  Manhood  and 


Accepting  Spring  2015 
Applications 
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Missionaries  share  local 
customs  to  spread  Gospel 


ABOJAN.  Ivory  CoMt  (BP)  - 

Dinner  was  a  far  cry  from  a  Bap¬ 
tist  church  supper.  On  this  night, 
six  members  from  Valley  Church 
in  Searcy,  A r.,  squeezed  into  a 
modest  borne  in  Abidjan,  Ivory 
Corat,  of  a  Muslim  family  break¬ 
ing  their  Ramadan  fa*. 

The  Arkansans  aw  l . 
their  spoons  into  African  g 
nut  stew  and  fish  sauce  served 
over  attieki,  a  couscous-like  Ivo¬ 
rian  food  staple. 

“Man,  you  could  na  told  me 
to  years  ago  Td  be  over  here 
eafio'  with  a  Muslim,'  Paul  Tin¬ 
gling  said,  with  his  southern  ac¬ 
cent  and  an  incredulous  shake  of 
his  head. 

Tingling  is  an  auto  technician 
in  Searcy,  about  an  hour  north¬ 
east  of  Uttie  Rock.  The  Tinglings 
were  part  of  a  Valley  Chur®  vol¬ 
unteer  team  that  first  journeyed 
Id  Abidjan  last  year  to  see  how 
their  church  mipit  impact  a  West 
African  dty  for  away. 

Welcome,  dinner  shared 

The  room  is  cramped  on  this 
summer  evening.  It  s  July  and 
the  hosts  haven T  eaten  a  late  or 
sipped  a  drink  since  before  dawn. 
In  a  formal  greeting  in  French, 
they  tell  the  Baptists  they  are 
honored  by  their  visit. 

The  anal  home  belongs  to 
4  hospitable  and  dignified  n^n 
named  Seidou.  Be  abates  it  with 
his  immediate  fiunily  along  with 
a  brother  and  his  two  wives.  Sei¬ 
dou  and  his  three  brothers,  all  tall 
and  stately,  have  gathered  for  the 
meal  tonight  They,  like  many  im¬ 
migrants,  came  to  Abidjan  from 
Burkina  Faso  looking  for  work. 

Two  of  the  v.ivee,  dressed 
in  vibrantly  colored  traditional 
gowns  with  matching  scarves 
around  their  heads,  serve  the 
men  and  guests  and  then  disap¬ 
pear  back  to  the  “kitchen'  out¬ 
side  the  front  door. 

Along  with  typical  Ivorian 
dishes,  Seidou  pours  traditional 
drinks.  The  Baptist  volunteers 
tentatively  sip  bisaap,  a  sweet 
ruby  red  arinx  made  from  dried 
hibiscus  petals,  and  the  more 
adventurous  sample  gungim,  a 
!  infused  with  so  much 


ithe  Gospel 
any  way  we  went,  but 
a  lot  of  times  we  sit 
on  the  pew  and  we 
don't  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission.' 

rra 


growing  population  of  at  least  six 
million  reflects  the  diversity  of 
West  Africa.  City  dwellers  speak 
60  indigenous  languages  with 
French  aa  die  official  language,  a 
remnant  of  its  colonial  past 
Religious  practices  in  the  city 
reflect  the  same  cultural  milieu. 


nority.  Mike  McAfee  estimates 
there  are  about  30  small  Bap¬ 
tist  congregations  in  this  dty  of 
millions,  most  with  fewer  than 
too  members. 

The  McAfees  wear  many 
hats  ss  they  work  with  Ivorian 
churches  and  seek  to  establish 
new  church  plants  in  this  sprawl¬ 
ing  metropolis.  They  train,  they 


fresh  ginger  that  it  delivers  a 
spicy  lack.  Paul  Yingling  bravely 
minks  it  down. 

International  Mission  Board 
missionaries  Mike  and  Heather 
McAfee  and  their  children,  Ca¬ 
leb,  Karis,  and  Benjamin,  are 
here  aa  well,  among  more  than 
4,800  workers  overseas  sup^ 
ported  by  Southern  t 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  1 
and  Cooperative  Program. 

Churches  needed 

The  McAfees,  friends  of  Sei- 
dou’s  family,  are  urban  church 
planters  in  Abidjan,  the  econom¬ 
ic  capital  of  the  country.  Its  ever- 


They  also  network  and  thus 
have  turned  to  Southern  ftapCNt 
churches  such  as  Valley  Church 
to  partner  in  their  labors. 

On  the  church's  first  visit,  the 
McAfees  introduced  the  team  of 
five  women  and  one  man  to  areas 
of  the  city  where  they  saw  poten¬ 
tial  for  a  church  plant  The  teem 
worked  with  translators  and 
members  of  the  local  Treichville 
Church  to  meet  neighborhood 
residents  and  engage  diem  with 
Bible  stories. 

New  territory 

One  morning  they  ventured  to 
Aitfcoubf,  a  community  to  the 
northwest  of  the  central  Dusineas 
district  of  Abidjan.  To  get  there, 
they  traveled  up  a  rutted  dirt 
road  muddied  by  recent  rains  to 
where  a  Treichvule  church  mem¬ 
ber  named  Mama  Tra  lives. 

There,  Mama  Tra  shared  with 
them  how  she  hoped  a  small  plot 
of  land  riie  gave  to  the  Lord  could 
be  the  place  for  a  new  church. 
Then  the  team  fanned  out  into 
the  neighborhood  to  pray  in 
homes  and  share  Bible  stories 
with  those  they  met. 

It  was  die  first  time  Paul  and 
Jan  Tingling  shared  their  faith 


with  a  Muslim.  Later,  Paul  Tin¬ 
gling  described  the  dynamic 
of  joining  with  the  Treichville 
church  toimpact  Abidjan. 

“The  believers  here...  want  to 
reach  this  dty  for  Christ  They 
are  capable  of  sharing  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  It  just  kind  of  helps  that 
we're  here.  It  kind  of  gets  their 
foot  in  the  door,  you  know... 
They  love  God  and  even  though 
I’m  a  country  boy  from  Arkan¬ 
sas,  we're  able  to  come  together 
in  one  accord  and  share  the  Gos¬ 
pel  for  Christ. 

‘We  have  been  blessed  with 
the  fact  that  we  have  monetary 
resources  but  also  the  fact  that 
we’re  free  to  worship,  we're 
uninhibited,  we  can  share  the 
Gospel  any  way  we  want,  but 

lot  of  times  .re  sit  on  the 
and  we  don’t  fulfill  the 
Commission.’ 

At  the  mosque 

Back  at  Seidou's  home  on 
that  summer  evening  before 
dinner  was  served.  Tingling  had 
walked  with  his  dinner  hosts  to 
the  neighborhood  mosque  so 
that  the  men  of  the  family  could 
pray.  He  sat  on  »  bench  just  out¬ 
side  the  door  of  the  mosque  and 
watAed  the  ritual. 

That  was  saddening  to  see 
them  ao  dedicated  to  dome  their 
work  and  praying...  and  the  fact 
that  they  don't  reaOy  know  for 
sure  that  their  sins  are  forgiven 
and  where  tbeyTl  stand  with 
God  on  judgment  day,*  Tingling 
recounts.  Tve  seen  [Muslims] 
pray  on  TV  and  documentaries 
ana  things.  It’s  sad  there,  but 
when  you  actually  see  it  first¬ 
hand  and  you  best  the  call  to 
prajwr  in  Arabic,  it  moves  you 
like  you  can’t  explain.* 


CD  or  IRA 

COMING  DUE? 


L.D.OMire 


1  800-844-3254 


TOGETHER  FOR  GOSPEL  -  International  Miaaion  Board 
missionary  Mike  McAfee  (left)  and  George  Keeton,  pastor  of 

Belleville  Church  in  Abidjan,  Ivory  Coest,  work  together  to 
nurture  the  vision  of  planting  churches  in  unreached  areas  of 
the  West  African  city.  (Bp  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


BiB-L'iOGiPFTE  T? 


LOS  WC 


ONE  PEM 

ZN  ZQ  UZICO  NE  XOER  NWC  BPQNCHP 
EV  NWC  XZOUSEB  EV  UES:  DMN  MONE 


NWCB  NWLN  LHC  RZNWEMN,  LAA 
NWCQC  NWZOUQ  LHC  SSOC  ZO 
GLHLDACQ 
BLHX  VEMH:  CACICO 

Clue:  U  * 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is 
the  paztle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 

'»••  Luke  15:7 


By  Charles  Marx  mi-2004.  ©1003 
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cor*,  /romp. ) 

Coun*  Spiffs  deputies  ,,  a 


"What  are  we  as 
followers  of  Christ 
and  members  of  His 
church  to  do?  First, 
we  must  continue  to 
Pray  Secondly,  it  is 
imperative  that  we 
cor*nue  to  evange¬ 
ls  the  whole  world 
regardless  of  color 
race,  creed,  or  sexual 
orientation.' 


tive Committee  ' 

’  ^  ^  srlidf  recommended 

ways  churches  can  protect  them 
I  *dwe*  against  violent  intruders. 
Among  the  recommendations: 

■  Form  a  security  ministry 
that  Battle  ;Pam  j°  assess  security  needs 
and  that  the  “mughout  the  week  and  during 
JO  members  Sunday  activities.  * 

lembers  un-  ®  Assess  security  risks  like 
The  pastor  “tiy  doors  without  a  greeter 
shirt  off  his  to  monitor  access  on  Sunday 
or  a  receptionist  to  monitor  ac¬ 
cess  during  the  week.  Include 
unsecured  children's  areas  and 
doors  that  remain  unlocked  at 
night  where  intruders  can  slip 
in  and  hide.  F 

•  Formulate  plana  for  evac- 
uating  and/or  locking  down 
buildings  in  the  event  of  a  vio- 


Z  ucpunes  at  a  rC,'  w  w  ^vsnore 

moMe  home  park  about  two  8  as  the  church 

^dts  from  the  church,  the  Bra-  dSTlSS  tbe,r  two  <*3- 
denton  Herald  reported  wn.  Earher  reports  indicated 

On  Dec.  4,  offers  responded  i^^t^*”****1  her  hus- 
to  a  shooting  “nd  s  shooting 

at  Ravckf.J!*  CamentAr  cai<l  n  . .  I 


deputies 

reamed  of  otha- victims  at  a  resi¬ 
dence  m  Bradenton.  They  found 
thesuspect  s  wife.  Amber  Avalos, 
and  die  suspect's  neighbor,  De- 
m*  Potter,  both  deceased  in  the 


Pl;,  has  launched  a  campaign  to 
raue  manjy  for  die  BatdefeJnily 
Pastor  Tnpp  did  not  have  life 
|°8“r?ncf’  Church  said  on 

ireufar,  a  member  of  dwchurch  ^  r— 

since  the  1950s  told  the  nmu  WIU  ®en“  a  check  for  the  total 

P^u^dKl.grert  job  with  MoretC1  ■  _ 

„  Officials  from  the  Manatee  HetSlw  inciden?  involving 
County  Sheriffs  Office  said  t£t  churc*es  and 

the  two  crime  scenes  "are  obvi  ith-boed  organizations 

ously  connected’  and  that  there  !^L^"5,nca  3lncl  *999.  church 
were  three  people  at  Bavshore  expert  Carl  Chinn  re- 

al  Daysnore  Poled  in  a  2013  issue  of  SRr 


^ -  “‘6  UII-UU1 

_  po  ice  officers  or  a  security  coir 

so  here.  W  to  provide  armed  securit 
uunsg  church  events. 

Editor’s  note:  A  seven-par 
*n«  on  church  security  writtei 
oy  the  late  Chester  L  Quarles 
lum  420  people  have  professor  emeritus  of  crirni„ai 
J*.._Tolvin$  }U?5*°nd  homeland  security 
at  die  University  of  Mississippi, 
andnubhshed  in  The  Baptist  Re- 
oordm  2011-13,  can  be  request¬ 
ed  from  baptistrecordfa  mbcb 
org.  Electronic  version  onlu. 


sissippi  voters  in  2004  by  a  72* 
mwgin  (8696-14%).  The  amend¬ 
ment  was  codified  as  Article 

XIV,  Section  263A  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Constitution. 


sources  to  help  students  reach 
,  'r  friends  and  campuses 
fr>r  Christ,  Lum  said. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  MBCB  Evangelism 
Department  at  (601)  202- 
3278  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
son  (800)  748-1651  ext.  276. 
E-mail  lburris(»mhcb. ore 


mbmission  Guidelines  ^3 


•mail,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hart 
copy  photographs  mailad  through  the  postal  ' 
•arvica  will  not  be  accepted  Photographs  must 
be  dear,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs 
must  depict  people  No  landscape-,  bo.td.ng-.  or 
obiechonly  photographs  will  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  obfecbonabfe  clothing  wiH  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
hems  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newspnnt 
ate  generally  not  publishable 

There  a  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  w4  be  published,  and  unsotdled 
material  wH  net  be  ackncMrtedged  or  returned. 

Al  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all 

l  telephone  Due  to  wsrpreeent  virus 

**t  attachments  wM  be  accepted  ^“^Vaph.  can  be  pubfahad  one  tone 
»ph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  era  °™V  Owrtlme  lor  submitting  news  is  one  week 

Me.  P™"5  requested  publication  data  Articles  that 

.  make  articles  connw.  ^  <^««»tni,  w«  be  pu -Hheri  on  « 

tat.  wmwu  wmere  details  of  the  Mory.  rrwent »  be  axtwumve 
th  a  contact  persons  address  and  .  . 

•  number  mAunn  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO.  Box 

63°.  Jackson.  MS  79206-0530.  FAX  (601)  292- 
^mustbewbrnm^declrnracdly  3330,  E-meit  baptistrecort«mbcborg 
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,  ^  in.  tuber  2014  Ifebn  Dye 

memorials 

BiBy  Ainsworth  Ptirt  i^i  ^  to“hlwt  *• 

Christ  BC  ,  "T™ 

AMgeil  Allred 

Mr^*^Ltt^J  A‘brin°n  Gl“Porai" 

Mr  &  Mm  Momn  r  iu w  Mr  k  Mi*.  Jerry  Jackaoa 

vL'XX**** 

^ftMraWayne^nwn  Bobby  Kay  Frazier 

MrhMn^ME^ 

££*  '  w2r",a 

■TYT^  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  WUUam  Rex 

M^oSl  tTr"  L  DUD'*n  ■’»»«*** 

"n  Syble  B.  Lee  Lmjn  Givens 

SUMOOBC  oZL^^"*' 

-k*  ^£Sz~ 

»'trir“a  —s^ssi 

^7SK*,„ 

MrrEW  Boykin^  Zion  Hi!  BC 

Mr.  Mnrion  Gram 

Johnny  and  Laura  Booke  Mr'^^’ST"  WCM°"“ 

Charicey  Breland  Brewer  Woodnw  of  tbs  World  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rohm  AJezan 

Mr  ft Mrs. Cecil J.  Williams  °°®““°ftheVlorid.  Mr.  Jgy  (XBrimu 

Pwry  (Hence)  Britt  Rosie  BC 

“?£ctt’,£r 

J*m« ft Mary  Aha  Chirk  *T?£i,n  <M«e,o«n 

CuihjanlVo  TtdHs^  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Bleir 

Mr- ft Mm. Gary L Jacobs  MrftSEc-l.  »a-  J^O-en 

Mr  ftMrs  GeoeJooe.  u.J?*l^  Wo*r*  *ttb  SSC,  Junior  Grtme  1 

Mr* ft Mn  KrandaR  Howell  *»£.  .  fc"l,r"4« 

J*T'  *  Mrs.  Ron  D.  Craddock  ^  ,  *****  •*•**.  BC 

Mr.  Doe.T^nn.y  J^^Mm  Robert  ft  LWHe 

^^xtnencoa*  M^J^Z™*****6 

£££“-  jrS?2—  vbsl* 

^••too  Brooks  Dot  Peyton 

■SUL*"'**"  ReUHolcomb"  ttokSh^ 

Mr.  ft  Mm  J,  W.  Caftmdir.  Jr.  Hmkn°* " 

«SjSr.».  SsSSssl  Ksr 

2ft£^"““»  “mObePoft 

NorthColumbaa  BC,  Adah  o^**"**^ 

*nB“dl  Uwt^(hidw<a*^,taB  ‘"‘Mn.JWMedetJ 

Mr  k Mm.  Jeck McRee  ^dntWto  IMbbieP^  ^•h 

^Darryl  Burnham  Ml  Mr. A Mrs.  J.  W.  Porter 

Mm.lorB.Robw,  ^bmo.Cour'tryOnb  MmP^Powefl 

Re*b  SBC,  Juniper  OtoeoBC 

*  *  Mm  Robert  Atomndm  “M** 

netmeCennuerc  Mr  Mm.  KatkyBytd 

im-BC  °Ml.oZr 

r*C—  2**5“*  „  _  Bvroo  ANdl  Dean 

<m  Glenda  C  Pry  Mr  *''**' ^  Mm  Jewel  R«^ 

Eh  H.  Chettnetth  Mr  ft Mm  Pool  H  Jooaa.  J,.  Ma-DiaowT 

tedford  Chapal  Be  H-h- Ib,  *S3T  D*i" 

iceeComy  kJ^,^n“'WT>ipte"  MerimRiSr*0 

'^Mm^AMrtmm  Mrft  ^  WMmmine 


Ms.  Nancy  F.  Patrick 
Sandy  Magee 
Mrs  Glenda  C  Pry 
Mr.  Morris  Mask 
Poy  ft  Betty  Hendricks 
Kathleen  K.  Mason 
Qaie  McLemore  ft  Family 
Walter  Matthew, 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jennings  Diion 
Rachel  P  McBride 
Mr.  Elizabeth  G.  Pol, -ham 
Mr.  Carl  McDaniel  Jr. 

PBC  Greenwood,  Adult  2  ft 

3  SSC 

Brenda  McKenzie 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Vickers 
Mrs.  Vivian  Cecilia  McManus 
Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Berry  Dillard 
Mr  ft  Mm  John  L  McCabe 
SOoamBC 

Mm  Jo  Willie  McNeill 
Mr  .  ft  Mm  Krandall  HoweD 
Mm  Margie  McPhail 
Mrs.  Bettye  Logan 
Mr  Othd  Wiliam  Mendrop 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  J.  D.  Arnold 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Charlie  Morgan 
Audrey  Miller 


C*IU\h 


Mr.  ft  Mm  Mike  Domino 
Robert  Brown’s  Skter 
Mm  Glenda  C.  Pry 
Mrs.  Annie  Lee  Skelton 
Mm  Joy  B.  Roberta 
Bryant  Slay 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Blair 


Ms.  Martha  H.  Woods 
John  W.  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Pat  Ingram 

Mrs.  Elotse  Statham 
Mm.  Charles  (Dot  Dunn) 
Grant 

Mm.  Ann  Stringer 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Jesse  M.  Guess 

Mm  Jesaie  Williamson 
Mm.  Belinda  Jackson 
Ben  Sullivan 

Mm  PatridaC.  Duckworth 
RaySweetin 
Mrs  Glenda  C  Pry 
Ellen  Jo  Thames 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Phil  Kattper  and  Elaine 
Wikatrom 
Mm.  Jo  Thames 
Arlington  Height,  BC,  Joyful 
Hearts  SSC 
Mm  Panline  Thomas 
Rev  William  B  Webb 
Donald  Thompson 
Galilee  FBC 

Mr.  ft  Mm  B.  A  Anders 
Jimmy  Thompson 
Bdwina  Pope  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Tloy  L  King 


Mr.  It  Mm.  Byron  Dean 

Pnnk  and  Jeanne  Turner 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Jerry  Pickle 
Andrea  Tynes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jackie  Wooley 
Charles  Walker 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Carl  F.  DeLoach 

Mm  Becky  Walker 
Mr  ft  Mm.  Fred  H.  Blacklecke 
Mr  Jim  Boater 
Mrs  Helen  Brown 
Mm  Nobie  Wallace 
Mr.  *  Mm  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Rev  Scott  Walters 
Mr*  ft  Dr.  Herman  L  Dunaan 
Tom  Ware 

Carl  ft  Bettye  Murphy 

GmyWeat 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Dong  Bartadale 
kfr.  ft  Mm  Kcitb  Vickers 
Mrs  Charlotte  Vickers 
Mm  ,  Joyce  Wicker 
Mr  .  ft  Mm  Ralph  L  Carroll 
Clarence  Wilkinson 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Barry  Dillard 
June  WUIduoua  Unde 
Mm  Glenda  C  Pry 
Deminy  Window 
Mr.  ft  Mm  BUI  Newaom 
Carrol  Wood 
Ms  Suaan  T  McMillan 

Dr.  Alan  Woodward 

Mr.  ft  Mm  CM  R.  Wooiery 
Mary  Hisabeth  Wylie 
AheeBnford 


OCTOBER  aote 
HONORS 


Twa  Rogers 
Mm  Unde  D.  Ttnin 
Hays  (Butch)  Stewart  Jr 

Jimmie  and  Rickey  Palmer 
Dr*  ft  Mm  Larry  Watson  Self 
Creek  BC 

*oy  D.  ft  Betty  ft  Hendricks 


honors 


Esther  4:6-17 


make  any  rwMfaht andraSkW wST *  ‘h?«.'n»tances  could  be 

as  i®is«adStt  “nce  Wewho 

m  ilPsiiHB  3 

liverance"  extended  favorTo'&thl'?1’  Ahaskue  “  in  Nei 
J  ngscaop  «Ha  k«/i  a  Esther  even  though  lev  Pr 


THE  moment  (eg  Ec  n  ft)  12638  throughoui 
Chapters  tbm  eiit  inH  «•  l^hout  ever  usir 
in  the  Book  ofErthw „  »Pne  ,rescue.'  or  "sav 
months  (chronos)  of  th“  Jewish^  H*nd  ,he 

endar:  Nisan  (Marrh/A.Jjn  {4*M)  do  appear 

j'**Tff/MarcS!  an^ sfv"n'  (kfoy/  T^IIJ?2J.here else 

9:32.  For  two  months  S«n  Niisn  nves.  ^ 

months  between  Sivan’ and  Adar  they  oTdJhn^  U 

prepared  to  defend  themselves  S  °*  deIlver-  ■ 

£■««:  I 


dnIi>e5  "<‘uires  toughness. 

^Unned  States  Postal  Service 

^^City^CjamTi!6^ 

g-ASt:  K’&tf.r: 

fog  Tu  ■o<n*eoft°KUnerS  fr°m  the  swl“ comple- 

sllisl 

dav  fa!,  l  *“  United  States  Postal  Service 
c? y._.??K  |tnows  firsthand  that  delivery  isn’t  al- 

m  .yhVnmPie  F?1  ,does  to°-  According 
hadTm^nfi ^ther’  formidable  foe! 
wire  Kftd  h,S  P*ople  haters 
tha^  C  ^  ;  T  more  prominent 
lbJS  ft*®"  .(3,:‘-6'  5:ll).  He  himself 


in  or  guilt  (spiritual).  Abasuerus  to  order  a  rea^g  ofthe 
requires  precis  ^min»^^i^«d^ 

warjstr  saS*%!sa« as 

panv  eventually  ?is  ’  mX"  read  Third, 

with  an  audacious  his  life  because  thev  »  ?***“ 

e.  ‘30  minutes  or  ten  for  m!  p2  u  been  for?ot- 
Tiomas  Monaghan  at  the  roval  Ha?an  ,aiT>ved 

guarantee  after  a  fnot  ” ‘““?ll*,ely  ®ft*r 


The  Shelter  of  God's  Salvation 


Psalm  27:1-6 


child  did you  ever  s*°n,  God 
build  a  fort?  Perhaps  it  was  a  large  teacher  ai 

Ma!^,  !hr°Wn  over.the  kitchen  table.  He  is  light 
Maybe  it  was  a  tree  house  with  a  sign  “ 
no  girls  allowed’  painted  across  the 
do9r  .My  fort  was  made  out  of  twine 
and  sticks  wrapped  around  a  grouping 


ride,  it  means  to  be  in  the  grit 
ight.  biblical  thinking.  The  LC 
'if1?1  (Nahum  1:7).  He,  beini 
it  is  hold,  removes  my  fear,  tl 
but  not  be  afraid. 

sal-  In  the  next  two  verses,  notice  the 
ose  circumstances  David  is  describing: 
lave  when  evildoers  assail  me’,  though  an  ,  „  ue  so 

rh!?  *rmy  encamp  against  me’,  and  ‘though  character 
w"  *n*  against  me’  Perhaps  Da  ™  ' 

BAT.  vin  ctnn  so/1  L.'_  .  ,* 


m-  LORD  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  gaze 
Jrt  upon  the  beauty  of  the  LORD  and  to 
ig-  inquire  in  his  temple  (vs.  4).”  “What 
ill  does  it  mean  to  five  in  God’s  pres- 
ence?  asks  Nancy  Leigh  DeMoss  in 

he!unk  t  Th,r,y  Dav  w«lk  with  God 
in  the  Psalms.  This  was  her  definition: 
Tobeso  consumed  by  who  He  is,  His 

•iir.'-Tc''’  £"1  tbcn  t0  live  intention¬ 
ally  (See  Psalm  27:8,  Phil.  3:10-14). 
Christmas  is  a  time  when  we  celebrate 
the  glory  of  His  presence 
wi.K  Commenting  on  verse  5,  Spurgeon 

with  notes,  He  will  give  me  the  best  shel- 

1ety'  m  ,h*  worst  of  danger  "  In  vour 
hv!t  we'  “Hd!rlin'„ ,he  Phases  «^>ch 
ill  Xbe  nf^'wTV1  h*  Wlll_h,de'  conceal,  and 
dent’  w.  ‘  *1  enc°uragement  to  know 
ale  h!„  ™  4  Place  ,0  run  “>  for  protec- 
1  fil6  tl0n  The?  ,n  verse  8,x  David,  with  the 

odav?  n.'"!ie,Xftbera,Lnf!  !hout  of  confidence. 
May?  David  lifts  up  his  head  and  with  sac- 

iresir  7^  W1,h  sh"u,s  ?f  joy’  proclaims, 
rtress  iw  „mg  8nd  make  melody  *0  the 
,rk  fn  ^  d  .  was  an  mtentional  choice  to 

and  nnlT  °  ,rU.^  G°d’  walk  by  fai,h  and 
.and  not  by  fear.  "Cast  me  not  off;  forsake 

rong-  me  not  0  God  of  my  salvation"  (Psalm 

.  *7  90)’  Is  this  your  choice  as  well’ 

Cne  27?3a  i4DW'11  °n  ,he  W°rd:  Psalm 
isked 

rft.tr;  ^feathers  is  a  member  of  First 
f  the  Church,  Madison 


that  He  is  li 

oHr^^eT,^  ar°Untd  S  *r?UPiDg  va,ion-  b“‘ 

ot  trees  next  to  the  creek  bank.  It  is  who  by  faith 

rr  'h6  author.of  Psaim  all  the  cov, 

27,  penned  this  during  a  time  when  H.  Spurgeot 
he  was  running  away  from  Absalom,  is  the  ram 
fleeing  Jerusalem.  His  fort  was  found  Also  at 

UnpMlm%,-.he  t*M0k?>d  iSi  “Nation.  this  sacred 
Psalm  27  could  be  called  An  Exu-  season 
berant  Declaration  of  Faith,  A  Psalm  the  whole 
of  Fearless  Trust  in  God,  or  simply  purpose  of 
f|*ro"sj?old  ®*jidl  confidence  and  Hiscom- 
the  high  priority  he  placed  in  worship-  ing  was  to 
mg  God  is  evident.  Powerful  verses  bring  us 
when  the  enemy  is  attacking  and  you  salvation 
are  waiting  Whatever  the  title,  this  Have  you 
Malm  is  neh  and  warrants  a  thought-  seen  the 
tul  and  diligent  study  in  its  entirety  Light  and 
The  LORD.. .is.. .my,  the  same  be-  experienced  I 

L£Lng  P,alm.23’ but  here  we  have  The  secor 
another  descriptive  name:  He  is  my  "The  LORD 
hght  and  my  salvation’  Jesus  said,  "I  life."  The  w 
am  the  light  ofthe  world.  Whoever  fol-  from  the  He 
lows  me  will  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  ment)  "Ma  ui 
2®. haE  ‘he  light  of  life”  (John  8:12  tified  place; 
ESV).  Salvation  finds  us  in  the  dark,  rock,  strengt! 
but  it  does  not  leave  us  there.  It  gives  #4581)  The  v 

!?.h  1°  jho**  T  S'i  in  Lhe  valley  of  *'*«  ,e"s*  refe 

tne  shadow  of  death.  After  conver-  us  If  it  i«  u« 
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Fishers  of  men 
making  impact  on 
Ecuador  lostness 


LAGARTO.  Ecuador  (BP)  -  town  of  Lagarto  where  Maust 
Amadeo  Torres  took  Jesus’  and  his  wife  Donna  hope  to 
command  in  Matthew  4:19  lit-  guide  U.S.  partnering  church- 
eTally:  ‘Follow  Me,  and  I  will  es  to  plant  a  church,  the  mis- 
make  you  fishers  of  men.'  sionary  knew  Cortez  was  “a 
When  contemplating  how  to  person  of  peace. ’ 
share  the  Gospel  with  an  unbe-  Cortei  is  not  a  Christian 
lieving  friend  In  an  Ecuadorian  but  has  agreed  to  participate 
fishing  village,  Amadeo  asked  in  and  possibly  host  a  Bible 
International  Mission  Board  study.  ‘Your  groups  are  dif- 
(IMB)  missionary  Johnny  ferent  than  others  [religious 
Maust  to  help  him  buy  a  fish-  groups]  who  come  here,”  Cor- 
er’s  net  for  the  friend.  In  re-  tez  tells  Maust  about  the  U.S. 
turn  for  the  net,  the  fisherman  partnering  churches, 
continues  to  give  Torres  and  “That’s  why  I  accepted  your 
Maust  a  portion  of  his  yield  of  invitation  to  Bible  study.  Oth- 
shrimp  and  lobster.  er  groups  come  in  and  preach 

Torres  and  Maust,  his  key  t0  qj  You  don't  come  fit  with 
church-planting  partner,  be-  [preaching]  fear  but  with 
gan  visiting  Luis  Quintero  friendship.  Your  churches 
each  Sunday  afternoon  at  his  mmt  in  doing  something  for 
hillside  home  overlooking  the  ^  community.” 
waterway  he  fishes  in  his  ca-  Cortel  owns  a  discotec  (mu- 

noe-sized  boat.  They  concen-  sjc/dance  club)  on  the  first 
trated  on  sharing  the  Gospel  of  where  his  mother  Glo. 

Ma,ttheTJ??th  ria  lives,  a  few  houses  away 

al^£T.r«  taa-sr 

the  story^fMatthew  to  show 

if  Jtv^rf  “If  you  want  to  use  my  home, 

^.^  wclcomc,- Gloria  . «Us 
that’s  whv  he  has  Disced  his  J°bnny  during  an  Engltab-as- 

faith  inChrist.  Hu  ta-year-  a-Seeond-Uiwmge  eertffleate 
old  son  Marlon  followed  suit,  ceremony  led  by  ESL  teach- 
Marlon’s  mother,  however,  is  era  from  Great  Kills  Church  in 
holding  back  from  making  a  Austin,  Texas, 
similar  decision,  waiting  to  see  The  Mausts  envision  the 

if  Quintero  s  newfound  faith  in  rectangular  dance  flair  of 
Christ  results  in  him  becoming  the  discotec  converted  into 
a  better  man.  *  venue  to  show  the  JESUS 

That's  why  Torres  and  film,  teach  Bible  studies,  and 
Maust  return  to  visit  the  home  eventually  house  a  church  of 
each  week,  to  disciple  the  fam-  new  believers, 
ily  about  what  ft  truly  means  “They  are  recognizing  we  are 

to  follow  Christ.  ‘Amadeo’s  here  to  share  the  love  of  God," 
introduced  me  to  a  lot  of  peo-  Donna  says.  ‘When  problems 
pie  in  the  area  1  wouldn’t  have  come  in  people's  lives,  they 
known  otherwise,’ Maust  says,  know  they  can  rely  on  our 
When  Maust  met  Yoryi  friendship  to  give  them  guid- 
(pronounced  Georgie)  Cor-  ance,  to  talk  with  them  about 
tez,  a  community  leader  in  the  God  and  to  pray  together.’ 


TESTIFYING  TO  FAITH  —  In  Ecuador,  International  Mission 
Board  missionary  Johnny  Maust  (left)  reads  from  God's  Word  to 
new  believers  Luis  (left)  and  Marlon  (right)  while  the  women  of 
the  family  listen,  welting  to  see  how  the  father  and  son  will  be 
changed  by  their  new  faith  in  Christ  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


"Craning  my  head  upto  meet  his 
eyes,  1  asked  him,  'Do  you  un¬ 
derstand  what  Christ  is  about? 


NEWFOUND  FAITH  -  Osmetrio  end  Mary  Silverio  study  their  Bibles  at  night  after  coming  home 
from  work-That  was  a  aigr.t  that  their  son  used  to  never  see,  but  now  is  an  everyday  occurrence 
since  both  parents  have  come  to  know  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


Finding  Jesus  creates 
stirring  family  story 


SANTO  DOMMGO.  Domini¬ 
can  Republic  (BP)  -  Growing 

up  in  »  rural  part  of  the  Domini¬ 
can  Republic,  Mary  wanted  to 
move  to  the  nearest  city  at  age 
18  to  find  wort  When  a  woman 
offered  to  help,  Mary  thought  it 
was  too  good  to  be  true.  It  waa 

Mary  assumed  she  would 
become  a  maid  when  she  ar¬ 
rived  at  a  house  in  the  city,  but 
it  waa  a  house  of  prostitution.  *A 
man  came  00  to  me.  ’Would  you 
do  something  for  roe?’  he  said. 
‘What  do  you  mesa?"  I  asked. 
'Do  you  have  something  to  of¬ 
fer  me7  he  said.  You  have  to  do 
something  for  me.’* 

*1  wasn't  going  to  do  it,’ 
Mary  recalls  of  being  proposi¬ 
tioned.  *1116  women  working 
there  ashtd  me,  ‘...Why  did  you 
think  that  woman  brought  you 
here?’  I  waa  ignorant  of  these 
things  I've  never  been  with  a 
man,  I  told  them." 

They  let  Mary  stay  in  a  little 
room  that  could  be  locked  so 
do  ooe  could  get  in  and  then 
helped  her  escape.  She  found 
work  as  a  caregiver  for  a  person 
who  was  crippled,  and  then  as 
a  maid.  That  was  when  she  met 
Demetrio  Stive  no,  her  future 
husband  As  a  way  to  meet  her, 
he  asked  her  for  an  extra  mint 
she  put  on  pillows. 

After  a  little  more  than  a  week, 
he  took  her  to  meet  his  family 

The  couple  has  been  married 
23  years  and  has  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  but  it  hasn't  been 
smooth  sailing  for  the  couple. 
Fa  years,  Demetrio  spent  foe 
money  he  earned  each  day  on 
rum  to  drink  with  hie  friends. 

1  drank  a  lot  every  day," 
Demetrio  recalls.  "I  liked  to  be 
drunk."  Mary  didn't,  and  foe 


didn't  like  it  when  be  drank 
either.  She  found  solan  at  a 
nearby  church  that  she  attended 
without  Demetrio. 

*1  would  come  borne  from  a 
church  service  around  u  p.m. 
and  have  to  sleep  outs  Je  with 
the  dog  because  he  was  inside 
drunk,  Maiy  recalls. 

International  Mission  Baord 
(IMB)  missionary  Carlos 
Uambes,  pasta  of  foe  church  at 
foe  time,  and  his  wife  Lily  saw 
Mary  as  a  sad  person  when  they 
first  met  her. 

"I  uvd  to  ask  her, 'How  is  your 
husband?'  and  she  would  always 
respond, ‘At  home,  drunk.’ It  was 
really  weighing  on  her,"  Lambes 
said.  "One  day,  1  felt  compelled  to 
go  and  talk  to  him. 

"When  I  met  Demetrio,  be 
was  drunk.  He's  a  tall  man  that 
could  look  right  over  me.  To  get 
his  attention,  I  pushed  him  hard 
on  foe  chest  and  told  him,  "Hey, 
Tm  owning  to  talk  to  you  tomor¬ 
row.  Be  ready.  That  means,  be 
sober  so  you'd  understand  what 
Fm  going  to  say  to  you.” 

Trie  next  day  Demetrio  ran 
when  he  saw  Uambes  coming  "I 
was  getting  ready  to  get  drunk.* 
Demetrio  recalls.  ‘I  had  a  bottle 
of  rum  in  my  back  pocket." 

Uambes  followed  Carlos 
down  foe  street  to  his  house. 


You  need  to  change  your  life.  The 
only  way  to  do  that  is  through 
Jesus  Christ,”  Uambes  recalls. 

"I  explained  to  him...  what 
Chrifoanity  really  meant  He 
repented  m  tears.  He  told  me, 
T  want  to  be  obedient  to  God’s 
Word.  1  want  to  be  baptized.” 

As  Demetrio  tells  it,  ‘Car¬ 


las  led  me  to  Christ  right  there, 
with  a  bottle  in  my  back  pocket 
When  Carlos  left  I  threw  it  out 
It  was  a  very  emotional  day.  I 
felt  it  ail  the  way  from  my  tc*s  to 
my  bead.  Thank  God,  I’ve  never 
been  foe  same.  I  haven't  had  a 
drink  since  that  day." 

Carlos  baptized  foe  fall  Do¬ 
minican,  both  on  their  knees  in 
a  kid-size  inflatable  pool  that  be¬ 
gan  to  leak. 

‘By  foe  time  I  lowered  him 
into  foe  water,  bis  belly  was 
sticking  out  from  the  remain¬ 
ing  water  in  foe  pool,"  Uambes 
says,  "so  the  congregation  began 
*wri"C  the  pool  bock  and  forth 
to  create  waves  that  wifofd 
across  Demetrio’s  belly  to  make 
sure  he  was  covered  with  water. 
The  whole  church  baptized  him. 
It  was  such  a  wonderful  turning 
point  in  his  life. 

‘He  has  become  foe  provider 
that  his  family  needed.  He's  one 
of  foe  men  in  foe  church  that  we 
rely  on  to  disciple  others.  I  take 
him  out  house  to  bouse,  evange¬ 
lizing  He  asks  for  stacks  of  tracts 
to  give  out  to  people  he  encoun¬ 
ters  during  foe  day.’ 

Demetno  talks  with  people 
in  his  hometown  about  foe  Gos¬ 
pel  and  wants  to  atari  a  church 
there.  "Now,  1  pray  for  my  fam¬ 
ily,  that  they  always  walk  in  foe 
Lord.  Carlos  and  Lily,  we  will 
always  have  them  in  our  hearts," 
beam  tearfully 

"We  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
help  us  continue  in  foe  work,' 
Mary  says,  "that  wherever  God 
takes  us,  well  have  an  impact 
on  people  as  foe  churrv  here 
has  done,  that  we  show  foe  same 
love  for  people  as  they’ve  shown 
us  here.  Carlos  and  Uly  have 
been  a  testimony  to  our  family.’ 


f  ^ 


